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Date: 16th January 2015
Our ref: AG
Dear Sir/Madam
REQUIREMENT TO SUBMIT AN ANNUAL CLAIM FORM FOR YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP AGREEMENT FROM 2015 ONWARDS

I am writing to you about an important change which will affect your Environmental Stewardship (ES) agreement.  

New European regulations require a claim form to be submitted every year from 2015 onwards.  This new requirement, which came into effect from 1 January 2015, relates only to the payments for your land management options and land management activity to be carried out in the current calendar year.   Claims for capital works can continue to be submitted at any time of the year.

The new ES claim form needs to be submitted to Natural England by 15 May each year (late claims will be accepted up to 9 June, but with a financial penalty – see below). These dates may change by a day or so depending on whether the date falls at a weekend or not, but we will let you know the deadline beforehand.  

The regulations require that Member States apply a financial penalty if the claim is late.  This penalty is applied in the following way: 

· If the 15 May claim deadline is missed (but the claim is received by 9 June), there will be a reduction in payment for the year of 1% per working day that the claim is late; and

· If the claim comes in after the final closing date of 9 June, no payment may be made for the year in question.  

It is therefore very important that you submit your claim form by the 15 May deadline to avoid any reduction in your payments.
If you submit a claim on time but subsequently wish to amend it, you may do so without a late claim penalty up until 31 May. For any amendments after that, there will be a 1% penalty per working day that it is late until the latest date for submitting a claim (9 June).  If you submit a claim after 15 May you may still amend the claim up until 9 June.

We will write to you again in March 2015 with details of how to make a claim for your agreement in 2015 together with a claim form.  

Thank you for your participation in Environmental Stewardship and your contribution to the conservation and enhancement of the farmed environment.  If you have any questions about any of the above points please contact Customer Services on 0300 060 1117.

Yours faithfully
Customer Services 

Natural England

